THE VERNAL POOL 

The students will use non-fiction text features when writing to describe.  
Engage:  
Topic:  The Vernal Pool 
Students will create a non-fiction book about the vernal pool.  They will write to inform, using non-fiction text features.  (Show an example from the previous year, or a “blank book” for the final product.
· Review previous visits to the vernal pool.
· Recall/discuss prior knowledge from related topics which can be studied. (Insects, habitat, life cycles, etc.)

· Plan the observation/sketching of the pool.

· Brainstorm a list of things that need to be included in the sketch.

Explore:
· Students will visit the vernal pool, where they will make a pencil sketch of the pool and surrounding habitat (including plant and animal life, and non-organic materials).  

· Students will label the parts of their sketches.  

· If necessary the students may add details to their sketches from photographs taken on the day of the visit.

Explain:

· Students will discuss/share labeled sketches.

· Partners will give each other ideas or suggestions for improvement of the sketches.

· Introduce/discuss the rubric for the final product.

